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PART 11

RESPONSE TO THE READING SELECTIONS

DIRECTIONS

Write a one- to two-page response to the scenario question that is stated in the box below. Your
own ideas and experiences may be used in your response, but you MUST reference
information and/or examples from ALL THREE of the reading selections to be considered for
full credit (4 points). You may go back and reread or skim the selections at any time.

29 (4 points)

Scenario

Your school announces that the new high school for arts and science will be opening in
the fall. You and your friends are excited about this special opportunity and agree that
the new high school will give you an advantage when it comes to future career choices,
because it has special facilities with new innovative programs. You make a commitment

to attend the new high school. In August, when school begins, you find that none of your
friends are enrolled in the new school. When you call them to find out why they chose
not to attend the new school, you are told that they did not want to leave their other
friends or miss some of the social and athletic events that occur during the senior year.

Scenario Question

Even though you know the advantages of the new school, should you drop out and go to
the other school to be with your friends? Why?

The Scoring Guide for the High School Test in Reading is on the back page of this test booklet.
Please review the scorepoint description for a 4, as this is what is needed for a response to earn all
four points possible.

You may use the following pages to plan your response, but your final response MUST be written in
your ANSWER BOOKLET.
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Scoring Guide for the High School Test in Reading
Part II: Response to the Reading Selections ‘

Readers use these rubrics (holistic scorepoint descriptions) as guides when they score your writing.

Scorepoint

4

The student

states a clear position in response to the scemario question;

demonstrates a clear and insightful application of common ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations
that connect the reading selections in support of the position; .

provides at least one referenced example from within each reading selection that convincingly illustrates
one or more big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations used to support the position taken. - The
examples must also directly connect the big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations across at least
two of the reading selections; and

relates referenced examples without misconceptions.

The student

states a clear position in response to the scenario question;

demonstrates an application of common ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations that connect the
reading selections in support of the position;

provides at least one referenced example from within at least two reading selections that convincingly
illustrates one or more big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations used to support the position
taken. The examples must also directly connect the big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations
across at least two of the reading selections; and

may relate referenced examples with minor misconceptions.

The student

responds to the scenario question but may not state a clear position;
demonstrates limited or vague connections among the common ideas, key concepts, and/or
generalizations that connect the reading selection(s) and scenario in support of the position;
provides at least one referenced example from within at least one reading selection that clearly
illustrates on or more big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations used to support the position
taken but does not make a connection across reading selections;

OR
provides at least one limited but relevant example from within one or more of the reading selections
and makes a vague and/or ambiguous connection across at least two reading selections; and

may relate referenced examples with major misconceptions.

The student

responds to the scenario question but may not state a clear position;
demonstrates a very superficial understanding of the relationships between or among the common ideas,
key concepts, and/or generalizations that connect the reading selections in support of the position;
provides at least one referenced example from within at least one reading selection that superficially
illustrates on or more big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations used to support the position
taken but does not make connections across the reading selections;

OR
provides insignificant, superficial, or irrelevant examples from within one or more of the reading
selections and makes vague and ambiguous connections across at least two reading selections; and

relates referenced examples with major misconceptions.

Condition Codes for Unratable Papers

=T OW

no reference to the scenario/answered focus

off topic

illegible/written in a language other than English
blank/refused to respond

off task (no reference to any of the reading selections)
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HST in Reading: Part II — Response to the Reading Selections

29 (4 Points)
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Nonscorable Code: A

The writer does not refer to the scenario or the scenario question. Therefore this response is not
scorable.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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29 (4 Points)
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Nonscorable Code: E

The writer responds to the scenario question but does not support his/her position with references
to or information from the reading selections.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE

TN N T T T T T



RENRERRNRR RN RN RN RN RN RN RRRERREEE

. . Page 5
HST in Reading: Part II — Response to the Reading Selections

29 (4 Points)
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GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE



HST in Reading: Part II — Response to the Reading Selections Page 6

\U\M}\r\a .«Lﬂf\gr)m ook e 08 Ingf A,

(L A %m\qmvgok\i/\/v\ﬁw(n ) o

Wyb{p)\)&u A 3 nwed ?z{r’\u\ Aldnrsad

,\M\\wu&,xm /@ﬁm(.w‘f}n} W JWMM

o LA &\Q,/Qumc Loy /m%hw ._\,é J

WO \loy Mﬁ R \’\’\/\)\/ LdamnnC CWWM

~

A poru /A,U ILL)ML\M

Nonscorable Code: E

The writer responds to the scenario question but does not support his/her position with references
" to or information from the reading selections.

STOP
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29 (4 Points)
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Score Point 1

The writer responds to the scenario question but does not state a clear position. The referenced
examples cited from within the reading selections are very superficial and vague, but the writer
does attempt to connect those references to the scenario.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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29 (4 Points)
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Score Point 1

The writer responds to the scenario question but does not state a clear position. The reference
to “The Fuller Brush Man” is superficial and its connection back to the scenario is weak.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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29 (4 Points)
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GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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Score Point 1

The writer responds to the scenario question but does not state a clear position. The writer
attempts to make an across connection based on the idea of “how external forces can affect
decisions.” Referenced examples are often irrelevant or unclear and within connections are also

vague. Overall the writer demonstrates only a superficial understanding of the common ideas that
connect the selections and scenario.
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29 (4 Points)
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GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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Score Point 1

Although this writer does not take a clear position in response to the scenario question, the
minimal reference to the scenario (“deciding to return to her old school”) makes the paper
scorable. The writer connects the theme of “not giving up” across “The Fuller Brush Man” and
“Crossing the Color Line” but does not connect it to the scenario. The idea of “important
choices” in the last paragraph connects across the scenario and selections. However, the
referenced examples given to support either across idea contain major misconceptions,
demonstrating only a superficial understanding.

STOP

¥ ¥ §y v ¥ v ¥v ¥ ¥V ¥ ¥V ¥V W ¥V ¥V ¥V ¥ ¥ ¥V ¥V ¥V ¥V W V ¥ ¥ ¥V ¥V V¥V W ¥ W ¥V ¥V W V¥ VW ¥ W W W W W ®w ow w w w w w

o0 | X
vy v g v v woevwey




Page 13
HST in Reading: Part II — Response to the Reading Selections

29 (4 Points)
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GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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Score Point: 2

The writer takes a position on the scenario at the end of this response, making the paper
scorable. The theme of choices for a better future serves as the connection across all the
reading selections and demonstrates a limited understanding. The referenced examples
trom within all three selections, however, contain major misconceptions.

STOP
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29 (4 Points)
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GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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-

-

Score Point: 2 -:
- . - -

The writer states that he/she will go to the new school because it “will give you more -
advantages.” Although the writer understand the outside “influences” that affected the -
main characters across the three reading selections, he/she is unable to connect this theme -
to his/her position on the scenario. -
-
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29 (4 Points)
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Score Point 2

The writer decides to attend the new school for 3 reasons: 1) a better job, illustrated by a weak
reference to “The Fuller Brush Man”; 2) “meet new people,” illustrated by a weak connection to
“Crossing the Color Line”; and 3) “live in a new environment,” nicely illustrated by a relevant but
limited within connection to “The Old Man at the Bridge.” There is no connection across the
selections.

STOP
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29 (4 Points)
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Score Point 2

The writer makes a connection across two selections based on the idea of not giving up in the

face of rejection. The referenced examples and within connections to the scenario/ position are
too limited and vague for a higher score.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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29 (4 Points)
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Score Point 3

In this low three response the writer’s position is to face one's fears/troubles and attend the new
school. This common idea of “facing your fears” serves as the implicit connection across the
reading selections (“The Fuller Brush Man” and “Crossing the Color Line”). Although
referenced examples contain some minor misconceptions, the within connections sufficiently
illustrate key concepts and adequately support the position.
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Score Point 3

The writer’s position is to return to the “old” school and appreciate the “security” of your friends.
The idea that “circumstances and events beyond our control” make us wish for what we had
Serves as an across connection between “The Fuller Brush Man” and “The Old Man at the
Bridge.” Referenced examples from within each selection are applied to the scenario, but the
connection to “Crossing the Color Line” is limited and weak.

STOP
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Score Point 3

The writer’s position is to attend the new high school. Three reasons are given for this decision:
1) “better opportumnes with a referenced example from within “Crossing the Color Line”;

2) “have to move on,” with a referenced example from within “The Old Man at the Bridge”; and
3) “giving up,” with a referenced example from within “The Fuller Brush Man.” The recognition
of the common idea of persistence serves as the across connection between the scenario position,
“The Fuller Brush Man” and “Crossing the Color Line.” To summarize, this paper has relevant

within connections to each selection without major misconceptions and a common idea across
two selections.
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- _
- _
Score Point 3 -
This writer takes the position that “friends are influential” but you must “live your life for you” - _
and therefore attend the new school. Thoughtful references are cited from within the reading - _
selections in support of this position. The contrast between Lynell George’s ability to “break out -
of the comfort zone” and the “Old Man’s  inability to do this serves as an implicit connection -
across these 2 readings. -
-:
- _
-:
-_

STOP **
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Score Point 4

The writer decides to “go against the odds” and attend the new high school because of the “future
benefits.” Referenced ideas from within each reading selection are applied to this position. The
referenced examples illustrate how both Donald (“The Fuller Brush Man”) and Lynell George
(“Crossing the Color Line”) beat the odds to benefit their future as contrasted to “The Old Man at
the Bridge.” This serves as the direct connection across the reading selections.
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Score Point 4

The writer decides to go to the new high school even though it’s a difficult choice. Referenced
examples from each selection and wirhin connections provide clear and relevant support for the
position. The idea of making hard choices for a good outcome directly connects across the
selections and scenario.
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Score Point 4

The writer decides to go back to the old high school because “you need people to encourage and
support you.” A thoughtful discussion of each reading selection clearly illustrates the writer’s
position. The insightful understanding of how each character needed support and encouragement
serves as the explicit connection across the readings as well as the within connection to each
selection. '
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Score Point 4

The writer decides to go to the new high school because you have to do “what is best for you, no
matter what people think.” This idea serves as the direct connection across and is clearly
supported with referenced examples from within each reading selection.
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